
DIVOCK ORIGI sparked bedlam 
at Anfield as his 96th-minute head-
er saw Liverpool snatch a dramatic 
1-0 victory over Everton in the Mer-
seyside derby, yesterday. 

The Belgium international, intro-
duced on 84 minutes, headed the 
winner home from close range after 
Jordan Pickford failed to deal with 
Virgil van Dijk looping shot, pushing 
the ball onto his bar which Origi fol-
lowed up.

It was a cruel blow on Everton af-
ter a spirited display, capped by three 
chances in a stunning first-half attack-
ing display, had the Toffees dreaming 
of a first win at Anfield since 1999. 
But, in the most dramatic fashion, 
Liverpool claimed the local bragging 
rights as Origi’s winner saw the Reds 
close the gap on leaders Manchester 
City to two points.

The visitors’ first chance ignited 
an engrossing half of football. A free-
kick from the left found Yerry Mina 
in the six-yard box unmarked, but 
the Colombian’s header missed the 
target. Liverpool responded to almost 
devastating effect as Mohamed Sa-
lah chipped a ball over the Everton 
defence seven minutes later, only for 
Sadio Mane to fire over. 

The chances kept on coming in a 

frenetic opening quarter as Richarli-
son lost his footing having burst into 
the Liverpool area before Roberto 
Firmino dragged a shot wide on the 
swivel.

Everton thought they had broken 
the deadlock on 21 minutes when 
Bernard’s cross from the left was 
headed back by Theo Walcott to An-
dre Gomes, but a stunning goal-line 
clearance from Joe Gomez rescued 
Liverpool. 

After Firmino had drawn Pick-
ford into another save and Richarli-
son had tame appeals for a penalty 
turned down, Xherdan Shaqiri was 
played through on goal but, like Mina 
and Gomes, the Swiss missed a glo-
rious chance to open the scoring as 
Pickford saved his drive.

There was yet more drama before 
the break as a defence-splitting Gylfi 
Sigurdsson reverse pass released 
Walcott, but Alisson further vindicat-
ed his £67m transfer fee by smoth-
ering the winger. Liverpool started 
the second half as well as Everton did 
the first as Salah curled an effort wide 
and Mane went close with two efforts 
in quick succession. 

Everton steadied and grew back 
into the game, thriving as the ten-
sion inside an expectant Anfield in-

Liverpool leave it late
...Origi’s added-on time winner secures Merseyside derby spoils

creased. That expectancy spurred Liverpool on 
further as the recently-introduced Origi fired a 
knockdown against the crossbar with two minutes 
remaining. Everton looked to have secured a point 
but even more drama followed as Van Dijk’s sliced 
volley sent the ball looping into the air. 

Pickford tried to tip it behind but inadvertently 
kept the ball in play, putting the ball on a plate for 
Origi took the chance to send Anfield into rapture.

Liverpool have recorded five 90th-minute win-
ners against Everton in the Premier League; more 
than against any other side in the competition. 

The Reds have conceded just five goals in their 
first 14 Premier League games this season; only 
Chelsea in 2008-09 conceded fewer at this stage in 
a PL campaign (four goals).

And Divock Origi has scored in all three of his 
home league appearances against Everton for Liv-
erpool — scoring more goals against the Toffees 
than any other side in the competition.

Arsenal rally to sink
Tottenham 4-2

Arsenal came out on top in the north London 
derby yesterday, sinking rivals Tottenham Hot-
spur 4-2 in a scintillating match at the Emirates 
and leapfrogging them to go fourth in the Premier 
League table.

A brace from Gabonese striker Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang and strikes from Alexandre Lacazette 
and Lucas Torreira helped to overhaul goals from 
Eric Dier and Harry Kane, who notched up his 
eighth in eight derbies.

Aubameyang gave the home side the lead from 
the penalty spot in the 10th minute after a clum-
sy handball by Spurs’ Jan Vertonghen, who flung 
up his arm to knock a corner kick off course and 
prevent Shkodran Mustafi from heading the ball 
goalwards.

Tottenham flipped the match on its head within 
the half with goals from Dier and Kane, the former 
heading in from a Christian Eriksen free kick and 
Kane scoring from the spot after Son Heung-min 
was judged to have been brought down in the area. 
Aubameyang levelled again in the 56th minute be-
fore second-half substitute Lacazette put Arsenal 
ahead with a deflected strike from outside the area.

Torreira gave Arsenal a two-goal cushion min-
utes later, collecting a pass from Aubameyang, 
running forward unmarked and firing into the far 
corner past Hugo Lloris. Arsenal, unbeaten in 19 
games in all competitions, moved above Spurs into 
fourth place in the league on goal difference, with 
both teams on 30 points.

Pedro, Loftus-Cheek 
on the mark as Chelsea 
blank Fulham 2-0

Goals in each half from Spain’s Pedro and 
homegrown midfielder Ruben Loftus-Cheek 
earned Chelsea a 2-0 win over southwest London 
rivals Fulham. 

N’Golo Kante dispossessed Jean Michael Seri 
in the middle of the pitch in the fourth minute 
and sent a perfectly-weighted pass to Pedro who 
stepped inside and fired low with his left foot into 
the bottom corner.

Chelsea buzzed round their neighbours’ goal for 
the rest of the half without finding a way through 
and bottom club Fulham, who won their first game 
under former Chelsea boss Claudio Ranieri last 
week, grew in confidence in the second half.

Fulham earned their best chances through the 
lively Calum Chambers who forced Kepa Arriza-
balaga into two diving saves. Yet their hopes were 
snuffed out in the 82nd minute when Eden Hazard 
fed substitute Loftus-Cheek and the England mid-
fielder knocked the ball home.

The result lifted Chelsea above Tottenham Hot-
spur, who inflicted a first defeat of the season on 
Chelsea last week, and into third in the Premier 
League.
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